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With few options, U.S. doesn't rule out talks with North Korea
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China Outdoing Developed Countries in Controlling Pollution

China, often hit by choking smog that blankets the populous east and north, is doing a
better job at controlling pollution than developed countries at similar stages of
development, the environment minister said on Friday.
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China has been under increasing pressure to halt pollution of its air, soil and water caused
by more than three decades of economic growth, and at this year’ s full session of parliament
it promised to cap energy use and draft new laws to decontaminate its soil.

Beijing frequently features near the top of the list of China’ s most polluted cities as
emissions from vehicles and heavy industry combine with weather conditions to raise smog
levels. The worst bouts of air pollution tend to coincide with periods of low wind.
Large parts of China suffered a three—week bout of heavy smog in November and December,
but the situation had improved in the first two months of 2016, Minister Chen Jining told
reporters.

Brushing off suggestions that the improvement only came about because of heavy winds, Chen
said China had already made huge efforts to tackle pollution and acid rain.

“"We have solved the problems earlier and better than developed countries,” he said. ”I
believe that on the treatment of smog, we will also do it well and our development will
become increasingly green.”

China said this week that it would aim to pass a law aimed at tackling soil pollution,
which has raised concerns about food safety.

Chen said the legislation was taking a long time because the issue was complex, but he
insisted that even without the law, the government was working hard to improve agricultural
land.

He also said China was drafting a law allowing it to levy an “environmental tax” on its
biggest polluters. He said the aim was not to increase the tax burden on enterprises, but
to create a system that would encourage them to reduce emissions.

He said China would also work to tackle the problem of “dispersed coal”, or coal burnt
directly by households or small businesses, where emissions are not controlled.
According to industry experts, around 400 million tonnes of coal are sold on the market
every year for direct combustion, with emissions five times the level of power plants.
Parliamentary delegates have this year called for tighter restrictions on the sale and
distribution of coal for direct combustion.

“Overall, we will need a long period of time to adjust our energy structure, so we need
to positively promote clean energy ... and at the same time promote the clean use of coal,”
Chen said.
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China outdoing developed nations in controlling pollution

China, often hit by choking smog that blankets the populous east and north, is doing a better job at controlling
pollution than developed countries at similar stages of development, the environment minister said on Friday.

China has been under increasing pressure to halt pollution of its air, soil and water caused by more than three
decades of economic growth, and at this year's full session of parliament it promised to cap energy use and draft
new laws to decontaminate its soil.

Beijing frequently features near the top of the list of China's most polluted cities as emissions from vehicles and
heavy industry combine with weather conditions to raise smog levels. The worst bouts of air pollution tend to
coincide with periods of low wind.

Large parts of China suffered a three-week bout of heavy smog in November and December, but the situation
had improved in the first two months of 2016, Minister Chen Jining told reporters.

Brushing off suggestions that the improvement only came about because of heavy winds, Chen said China had
already made huge efforts to tackle pollution and acid rain.

"We have solved the problems earlier and better than developed countries," he said. "I believe that on the
treatment of smog, we will also do it well and our development will become increasingly green."

China said this week that it would aim to pass a law aimed at tackling soil pollution, which has raised concerns
about food safety.

Chen said the legislation was taking a long time because the issue was complex, but he insisted that even
without the law, the government was working hard to improve agricultural land.

He also said China was drafting a law allowing it to levy an "environmental tax" on its biggest polluters. He said
the aim was not to increase the tax burden on enterprises, but to create a system that would encourage them to
reduce emissions.

He said China would also work to tackle the problem of "dispersed coal", or coal burnt directly by households or
small businesses, where emissions are not controlled.
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According to industry experts, around 400 million tonnes of coal are sold on the market every year for direct
combustion, with emissions five times the level of power plants. Parliamentary delegates have this year called for
tighter restrictions on the sale and distribution of coal for direct combustion.

"Overall, we will need a long period of time to adjust our energy structure, so we need to positively promote
clean energy ... and at the same time promote the clean use of coal," Chen said.
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Investors from Chinawent on a record spending spree in Europe in 2014, pouring money into sectorsfrom the
UKproperty market to the Italian energy industry.

Chinese foreign direct investment into Europe hit $18bn last year, double the 2013 level,according to Rhodium,
a China-focused research group. Chineseinvestors have spentan average of $12bn in the region over the past
four years.

According to the research, which wascompiled for the law firm Baker & McKenzie, Britain was the top destination
forChinese money with $5.1bn in newinvestment.

The figures suggest that China’s economic slowdown has not hurt Chineseinterest in Europe. On the contrary,
thedomestic situation may have boosted the desire of Chinese investors todiversify overseas, according to
Rhodium.

Europe will welcome the continued strength ofChinese investment,particularly as FDI from other sources has
dried up following the globalfinancial crisis. Since the eurozone debt crisis began in 2009, Chinesegroupshave
poured capital into the region, buying world-class brands as pricesplunged because of fleeing investors.
Thomas Gilles, a Chinaexpert, at Baker & McKenzie cautioned that the scale ofChinese investmentin Europe in
the coming years would depend onEuropean leaders implementing economic reforms to improve the region’s
growthprospects.
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“The trend isgoing to continue no matter what,” said Mr Gilles. “But the magnitude and shapeof
Chineseinvestment will depend on developments in Europe.”

Over the past decade, 70 per cent ofChineseinvestment in Europe has gone to economiesthat have emerged
relatively unscathed from the financial crisis. But morerecently, Chineseinvestors have targeted assets being
privatised in Europe’s weaker periphery.
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Pope Benedict gives last Sunday blessing at Vatican
Pope Benedict XVI has given his final Sunday blessing at the Vatican before he steps down on
Thursday.
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In his last Angelus in St Peter's Square, he told thousands of cheering pilgrims his decision did not mean he
was abandoning the Church.

Pope Benedict, 85, announced his resignation last week, saying ill-health meant he could not continue.
Cardinals are gathering to choose the next pope amid fears Church sex abuse scandals may overshadow the
process. Speaking from his balcony overlooking St Peter's Square, Pope Benedict used several different
languages to salute the Catholics who had come to bid him farewell at the end of his eight-year reign. He said
he was following God's wishes in deciding to abdicate.

"The Lord is calling me to climb the mountain - prayer is not an isolation from the world," he said. "I am not
abandoning the Church and shall continue to serve it in a manner more adapted to my age and strength,”
through prayer and meditation, he added. Pope Benedict will hold his last public appearance as pope in the
square on Wednesday before he retires to a life of seclusion and prayer.

Scandal In total 117 Cardinals under the age of 80 from around the world have been called to the conclave to
choose his successor. The whiff of scandal involving a Scottish and a US Cardinal is overshadowing the
transition to a new papacy, the BBC's David Willey in Rome says. Some Catholics are calling on Cardinal Keith
O'Brien from Scotland and Cardinal Roger Mahony, the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, to refrain from voting
in next month's election. Cardinal Mahony was stripped of his public duties last month over allegations he
protected priests accused of sexual abuse. Cardinal O'Brien has denied allegations of "inappropriate behaviour"
going back 30 years. The Vatican has denounced attempts to condition the freedom of all cardinal electors to
choose who they want to lead the Church in future. On Saturday a statement criticised the media for reporting
"misinformation" about alleged intrigue and corruption in the church.
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China outdoing developed nations in controlling pollution: minister

China, often hit by choking smog that blankets the populous east and north, is doing a
better job at controlling pollution than developed countries at similar stages of
development, the environment minister said on Friday.

China has been under increasing pressure to halt pollution of its air, soil and water caused
by more than three decades of economic growth, and at this year’ s full session of parliament
it promised to cap energy use and draft new laws to decontaminate its soil.

Beijing frequently features near the top of the list of China’ s most polluted cities as
emissions from vehicles and heavy industry combine with weather conditions to raise smog
levels. The worst bouts of air pollution tend to coincide with periods of low wind.
Large parts of China suffered a three—week bout of heavy smog in November and December,
but the situation had improved in the first two months of 2016, Minister Chen Jining told
reporters.

Brushing off suggestions that the improvement only came about because of heavy winds, Chen
said China had already made huge efforts to tackle pollution and acid rain.

“We have solved the problems earlier and better than developed countries,” he said. ”I
believe that on the treatment of smog, we will also do it well and our development will
become increasingly green.”

China said this week that it would aim to pass a law aimed at tackling soil pollution,
which has raised concerns about food safety.

Chen said the legislation was taking a long time because the issue was complex, but he
insisted that even without the law, the government was working hard to improve agricultural
land.
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He also said China was drafting a law allowing it to levy an “environmental tax” on its
biggest polluters. He said the aim was not to increase the tax burden on enterprises, but
to create a system that would encourage them to reduce emissions.

He said China would also work to tackle the problem of “dispersed coal”, or coal burnt
directly by households or small businesses, where emissions are not controlled.
According to industry experts, around 400 million tonnes of coal are sold on the market
every year for direct combustion, with emissions five times the level of power plants.
Parliamentary delegates have this year called for tighter restrictions on the sale and
distribution of coal for direct combustion.

“Overall, we will need a long period of time to adjust our energy structure, so we need
to positively promote clean energy ... and at the same time promote the clean use of coal,”
Chen said.
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China outdoing developed nations in controlling pollution: minister

China, often hit by choking smog that blankets the populous east and north, is doing a better job
at controlling pollution than developed countries at similar stages of development, the
environment minister said on Friday.

China has been under increasing pressure to halt pollution of its air, soil and water caused by
more than three decades of economic growth, and at this year's full session of parliament it
promised to cap energy use and draft new laws to decontaminate its soil.

Beijing frequently features near the top of the list of China's most polluted cities as emissions from
vehicles and heavy industry combine with weather conditions to raise smog levels. The worst
bouts of air pollution tend to coincide with periods of low wind.

Large parts of China suffered a three-week bout of heavy smog in November and December, but
the situation had improved in the first two months of 2016, Minister Chen Jining told reporters.
Brushing off suggestions that the improvement only came about because of heavy winds, Chen
said China had already made huge efforts to tackle pollution and acid rain.

"We have solved the problems earlier and better than developed countries,” he said. "l believe
that on the treatment of smog, we will also do it well and our development will become
increasingly green."
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China said this week that it would aim to pass a law aimed at tackling soil pollution, which has
raised concerns about food safety.

Chen said the legislation was taking a long time because the issue was complex, but he insisted
that even without the law, the government was working hard to improve agricultural land.

He also said China was drafting a law allowing it to levy an "environmental tax" on its biggest
polluters. He said the aim was not to increase the tax burden on enterprises, but to create a
system that would encourage them to reduce emissions.

He said China would also work to tackle the problem of "dispersed coal”, or coal burnt directly by
households or small businesses, where emissions are not controlled.

According to industry experts, around 400 million tonnes of coal are sold on the market every year
for direct combustion, with emissions five times the level of power plants. Parliamentary delegates
have this year called for tighter restrictions on the sale and distribution of coal for direct
combustion.

"Overall, we will need a long period of time to adjust our energy structure, so we need to positively
promote clean energy ... and at the same time promote the clean use of coal,” Chen said.
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