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Replying a letter does make me flinch; however, unreplied letters allow me no release at all. Dozens of unreplied
letters pile up on my bookshelf, like a sum of debt waiting to be paid. Some have been waiting there for over one year,
while some have newly arrived. The pressure from paying off that debt is far beyond what a junior debtor can endure. The
stack of unreplied letters are, like a group of haunting ghosts, continually pestering my guilt-loaded soul. Conventionally,
the letters will certainly be replied. | can even swear by heaven that never do | have the intention not to reply when my
mind is clear. The problem is how to reply. Even if | spared myself a whole summer night, | would be wavering on which
letter to reply first, the 18-month-old one or the 7-month-old? The reply has been delayed for so long that I'm afraid even
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a heartfelt apology has already lost its power. In friends’ heart, I’ve been marginalized as a cocky man unworthy of care.
“Unaccountable”! That is their unanimous comment on me.
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