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Sometimes you look at a list like the World’s 100 Most Powerful Women and wonder if this applies to the rest of us
who are managing less high-profile careers on a daily basis. Here are three career lessons anyone can take away from this

year’s rankings:
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1.Your own personal efforts trump external conditions
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The range of industries, geographies, functional roles and demographics represented makes it clear that there is a way to
make an impact in a variety of conditions. | often hear people lament their external circumstances as keeping them from
success — not the right industry, market is too difficult. This isn’t true as demonstrated by the eclectic stories of the
Superstar Women To Watch or Women Changing The World.
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2.There is no prescribed timetable for success

VRS S IE RS

There are young breakout stars, such as 26-year old creator of HBO’s Girls, Lena Dunham, and career veterans, such as
the top three on this year’s list, Angela Merkel, Hillary Clinton, and Dilma Rousseff, all of whom have decades of
experience. Another popular lament I hear is I’'m too old or I’'m too young. Just like personal efforts supersede market
conditions, there is no one timetable for how success unfolds. Personal efforts supersede personal characteristics.
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3.You have to put yourself out there

3AENLH CJRRAENE T B

There are some extreme examples of putting yourself out there, such as Fawzia Koofi who is running for President of
Afghanistan despite threats from the Taliban. This might seem superhuman to the everyday person but it shouldn’t
discourage you from drawing attention to yourself and your accomplishments. There are numerous examples in the list of
women given executive positions because their past accomplishments were noticed or given media prominence because
they spoke up in some way. These women were not just discovered toiling away in a cubicle — they were putting
themselves out there.
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XA VES T IR, A AR T, A X W AEEUR A FA T AR AL A RE B SRS, R
AR RIRE R B TCHOX RG] T, X B R EHR A LM I el S AT AR H, ARSAR S AR RGE, B AT
FIIE L AUEAE B SRR U R AT . BB L EAIAMUOURFE A SR 7 BRI T, Bkt %, ik AFE R
H ST

So put yourself out there. Don’t think it’s too late or too early to make an impact. Focus on what you can do within your

circumstances, rather than wait for ideal conditions. Even if your goal isn’t to make next year’s Forbes list, you will move
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in a positive direction for your career goals.
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